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1. SUBJECT OF RLAF AIRCRAFT CURRENTLY IN UDORN WAS RAISED 
AT JUNE 7 MEETING BETWEEN DAO REPRESENTATIVES AND PGNU 
"COMMITTEE ON MILITARY ASSISTANCE." AS REPORTED IN REF A, 

WE WERE ASKED IF AND WHEN AIRCRAFT AT UDORN (THOSE UNDERGOING 
MAINTENANCE AND THOSE USED BY TLD, WHICH TOTAL THREE 0-1, 

FIFTEEN T-28 AND TWO C-123) WOULD BE RETURNED TO LAOS. 

DAO REPRESENTATIVES DECLINED COMMENT OTHER THAN TO SAY THAT THE 
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2. WE INTERPRET STATEMENTS CONTAINED IN REF B AS 

PROHIBITING RETURN OF AIRCRAFT TO FLAF CONTROL. THE COUNTRY 
TEAM BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT WE SHOULD - SUBJECT O RTG 
AGREEMENT - BE PERMITTED TO RETURN TO LAOS THESE AIRCRAFT 
AND ANY OTHER AIRCRAFT FLOWN TO THAILAND BY DEFECTING RLAF 
PILOTS. OUR JUDGMENT IS THAT THERE IS LESS TO LOSE BY 
RETURNING THE PLANES THAN BY ENDEAVORING TO HOLD THEM IN 
THAILAND OR BY REMOVING THEM FROM THAILAND TO CONUS. 

3. OUR MOST IMPORTANT REASON FOR SEEKING CHANGE IN REF B 
INSTRUCTIONS IS THAT ANY EFFORT ON OUR PART TO KEEP THE 
AIRCRAFT WILL CAUSE UNNECESSARY FRICTION BETWEEN THE THAI 

AND THE US GOVERNMENT AND WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY FURTHER COMPLICATE 
THAI-LAO RELATIONS. SECOND, AS A PRACTICAL MATTER THE AIR- 
CRAFT ARE NOT WORTH SQUABBLING OVER; THEY DO NOT, IN LAO 
HANDS, POSE A THREAT TO EITHER US OR THAI FORCES. THIRD. 

GIVEN THE POOR MAINTENANCE CAPABILITIES OF THE RLAF, THE 
ENTIRE FLEET WILL PROBABLY BE GROUNDED IN THE NEXT THREE TO 
FOUR MONTHS; WE WOULD ENSURE THIS BY NOT PROVIDING SPARE 
PARTS FOR THE AIRCRAFT. FURTHERMORE, AS WE CUT BACK AND 
EVENTUALLY TURN OFF THE AVGAS SPIGOT, THE LAO WILL ENCOUNTER 
INCREASING DIFFICULTIES IN FLYING THE PLANES, EVEN IF BY 
SOME MIRACLE THEY COULD MAINTAIN THEM. 

4. REQUEST WASHINGTON APPROVAL. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE 
BANGKOK'S COMMENTS. 

CHAPMAN 
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